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Milena Dopitová. I’ll Stay a Little Longer

Exhibition of the laureate of the Michal Ranný Award 
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Milena Dopitová (*1963), laureate of the Michal Ranný Award for 2010, the first woman ever to receive the prize announced once every two years by the Friends of the Moravian Gallery and the Moravian Gallery in Brno for an outstanding artist in Czech visual culture. The jury highly praised her intensive and stimulating work with university art students in Prague and Plzeň and also valued the consistency of her artistic attitude and the high standard of her work so far. The Michal Ranný Award includes organizing a solo exhibition in the Moravian Gallery in Brno and publishing a catalogue. 

At the exhibition entitled I’ll Just Hang On a Little Longer visitors will become familiar, through ten sizeable works in the Pražák Palace and one sound installation in the permanent exhibition of the Museum of Applied Arts, with the work of one of the most significant Czech female artists of international renown, whose essential themes are emotions, interpersonal relationships, and responsibility to others and oneself. What interests Milena Dopitová about these “perennial themes” is how they are affected by the current trends in the socialization of an individual and their institutional nature. In the exhibits — especially the most recent ones — the artist shifted the accent from examining the preconditions of socialization to the emotions that accompany it. 

Flowers imprisoned in a bead structure die, leaves sown together to form the shape of a heart suffer, people on holiday are bored (although in a different way than at home and maybe unwittingly), a cold building embodies order (it is safety and silent remorse), trees in full bloom talk to one another. Our complicated world is so simple and Milena Dopitová knows how to address it most pregnantly. 

The curator of the exhibition and the director of the Moravian Gallery in Brno, Marek Pokorný, comments on the work of Milena Dopitová: ”The artist is in perfect control of the form but does not show off, she is interested in elementary life values and the basic turning points in one’s life (coming of age, aging, children, family relationships, social bonds), that man has to come to terms with in order to assume responsibility. The art of Milena Dopitová speaks about the balance and principles with which we as adults should approach the world. In an unforced manner she ponders, rehabilitates and confirms the values and ways of responsible behaviour which today seem to be more and more marginalized or are not attributed proper weight whether because it is unpleasant and difficult to face them or simply because they do not bring immediate satisfaction. 

In addition, the Moravian Gallery in Brno also takes the presentation of Milena Dopitová’s work as another step in a series that is to make the public aware of the specific and increasingly more significant role played by female artists on the Czech visual art scene. After the monographic exhibitions of Zorka Ságlová, Eva Kmentová, Grete Popper, Milada Marešová and now Milena Dopitová (disregarding the youngest generation) we are now preparing in collaboration with the curator Pavlína Morganová a project summarizing the emergence of a powerful generation of female artists at the beginning of the 1990s planned for the beginning of 2013 and we have also plans for other solo and group exhibitions underpinned by our permanent  interest in gender issues.“
Milena Dopitová presented herself to the public for the first time almost symbolically at the eighth Konfrontace in Svárov in 1989 and afterwards participated in the activities of the first post-November artists’ group called, very aptly from today’s point of view, Monday (together with Pavel Humhal, Petr Lysáček, Petr Zubek, Michal Nesázal and Petr Písařík). The first day in the week as the start of the mundane part of life mostly filled with work seems to have augured her artistic career. One that is successful but essentially based on a gradual, natural but simultaneously intensive development of the cardinal themes encompassing phenomena touching every human: gender, death, love, coming of age, loneliness, old age, relationships with other people, developing one’s own personality. 


MICHAL RANNÝ AWARD IN THE MG

The Michal Ranný Award is announced once every two years by the Friends of the Moravian Gallery and the Moravian Gallery in Brno to highlight the work of an outstanding artist which is both formally and content-wise an essential contribution to Czech visual culture. The prize has been awarded since 1999 and is intended for Czech visual artists with no age or nationality restrictions. It consists of an honorary diploma and a financial award. The first laureate of the Michal Ranný award was Dalibor Chatrný, followed by Miroslav Šnajdr Sr., Stanislav Kolíbal, Jiří Kovanda and Vladimír Skrepl.
The Michal Ranný Award and the Jindřich Chalupecký Award are a special chapter in the collection of official awards for visual artists as they are given on the initiative of private individuals. Both awards were pioneering acts, only later to be joined by awards given under the auspices of the ministry of culture and others. 

Michal Ranný (1946 Brno – 1981 Prague) — an important figure of modern Czech painting, a leading proponent of lyrical abstraction whose work blends the natural with the existential, before his premature death he set an example and was an inspiration for many other artists, himself following in the footsteps of Jiří John, he belongs to the circle of painting connected to the work of Josef Šíma, Robert Hliněnský and Václav Boštík. 

Milena Dopitová (25. 10. 1963 Šternberk), lives and works in Prague.

Since the beginning of the 1990s she has been creating installations in which she examines themes related to social, physical and gender identity. In her work she intuitively applies methods of sociological survey, in the individual projects she focuses on the phenomena of coming of age, aging, death and violence. Her works can be interpreted as research into the language of art – its function in defining the relationship of an individual with the social and biological structures which provide the setting. Milena Dopitová is a conceptual artist who actively reflects the position of a woman in today’s society and culture. As the only female artist— member — she became involved in the activities of the Pondělí (Monday) group (together with Pavel Humhal, Petr Lysáček, Petr Zubek, Michal Nesázal and Petr Písařík), founded in 1989.
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5 budov, 1 galerie.
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